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household. His attitude as a prisoner was not stoi-
cal. He had written, July 3,1810, to the Duke of
Rovigo, Minister of Police: " My Lord, I am detained
for having repeated a few possibly indiscreet, but yet
in no way really reprehensible remarks, which became
serious only through the perfidious way in which
they were interpreted. The first ground which I
bring forward, in trying to persuade Your Excellency
to put an end to a long and undeserved detention, is
the zeal and devotion which I have at all times shown
in His Majesty's service, as is set forth in a memorial
wherein, without mention of my former service, I
speak only of those I have rendered to His Majesty
since the establishment of the Empire." Thus the
pretended Brutus bowed before the Caesar, but hated
him all the while. He was convinced that the Impe-
rial Colossus had feet of clay, and in the month of
October he thought the time ripe for carrying out
the fantastic plan which had haunted him for many
years. The means that he devised at the first glance
seem childish, and it is surprising that they could
have succeeded for even an hour.

To pretend that the Emperor had died in Russia
October 8; to make this falsehood the keynote of
the conspiracy; to invent an alleged report of an
alleged extraordinary session, pretended to have been
held in the evening of October 22; to invent likewise
a decree of the Senate abolishing the Imperial gov-
ernment, appointing a provisional government, and
setting General Malet at the head of the Post of